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Council Schedules Open
Space Hearing

he City

Council has 1 withotherissues.” She verified

tentatively scheduled | that now that the issue has re-

an open hearing on
the proposed open
space master plan for July 25.

The plan, originally put be-
fore the Council in June 14, 1993
by the Takoma Park Open
opace Committee is intended
o "provide active and passive
recreational space close to
where citizens liveand work as
well as provide for greenway
linkages to parks, schools and
other significant points of in-
terest within the City.” It also
addresses land and water pres-
ervation.

“The primary impetus for the
open space plan was to have a
way toassess vacant properties
thatare threatened with devel-
opment to see whether or not
the City should seek todevelop
them,” said Lisa Schwartz, a
planner with the Department
of Housing and Community
Development.

“The plan would allow us to
take a pro-active approach on
this [issue], rather than having
development planson the table
all the time and having fo re-
act,” said Schwartz. She pointed
out that the proposed plan is
not a full-blown policy, it sim-
ply recommends that the city
try to preserve nine undevel-
oped areas of Takoma Park.

Originally, the plan had rec-
ommended ten, but, respond-
ing to opposition from
homeownersat last year’s pub-
lic heaning, the council voted to
delete the so-called “super lots”
from the list. Those lots are lo-
cated in a block behind Ethan
Allen, Woodland, Elm, Prince
Ceorge’s and Forest Park Av-
enues, Homeowners expressed

fears that if the city acquired |

them and built a trail, more
pedestrian traffic would pass
by their back vards.

At the hearing the council
also instructed staff of the De-
partment of Housing and Com-
munity Development to visit

eighborhood associations and
¢t a better sense of citizen con-

cerns about open space and re- |

port back.

Schwartz said that while
some residents had concerns
about specific neighborhood
situations, the DHCD found
little opposition to the open
space idea.

When asked why it's taken
s0 long for the Elan io return to
the councii, Schwartz said,
“There’s been a lot going on in
the last year with unification
and Blair High S5chool . . .

people have been distracted k. muﬂuw&&ﬁﬂwﬁ'hﬁﬂﬂa pm
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emerged, the “expressed intent
of the council is to adopting the
plan.”

The open space policy was
originally proposed in 1984, but
the City Council did not ap-
point an ppen space committe
until March of 1992. The six-
member volunteer committee,
chaired by Farroll Hamer, vis-
ited over 118 undeveloped ar-
eas in the City before earmark-
ing 10 for preservation or low
impactrecreational use (hiking
trails).

The committee also pro-
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posed that the city create an
asphai ttrailalong the Baltimore
Avenue paper street, connect-
ing Philadelphia Avenue with
paved section of Baltimore
Avenue leading to the Metro.
Many commuters now walk
along adirt pathin that wooded

- dlEad.

According to the plan the

. City would take two ap-

proaches toward protecting an
area marked for open space.

| One approach is outright ac-
| quisition. Three areas havebeen

so designated: Lake Street (a
paper thoroughiare), 6847 East-
ern Avenue(behind Pizza Mov-

ers) and 7813 Carroll Avenue
(in the Long Branch Stream
Valley). According toSchwartz,
the DHCD is already pursuing
acquisitionof thelots surround-

ing Lake Street.

The plan suggests that the
city gain control of the other six
areas through easements,
which would grant the City
rights of use over an owner’s
property without conveying
owmnership, Thiswould savethe
city the cost of purchase, but
would give them the right to
decideitsievel of develo pment,
The owner would also retain
some rights to the property as
well as @x benefits. The sites
recommended for easements
are 46 Columbia Avenue , 204
Dogwood, 7316 Glenside
Drive, 7310 Holly Avenue and
7333 Piney Branch Road, 117
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Ritchie Avenue, 801 SligoCreek |

Parkway, and 843 Sligo Creek
Parkway.

The City Council has also
asked that an amendment be
prepared which would include
acquisttion of the wooded lots
at Glengarry Place. The lots
have recently gone on the de-
velopment market, and many
residents have lobbied the
council [ preserve the forest
area around Sligo Creek, where
the lots are located.

A copy of the open space
plan is on reserve at the Ta-
koma Park library next. Copies
are also available from the De-
partmentof Housingand Com-
munity Development, at the
Takoma Park Municipal Build-
ing, 7500 Maple Avenue. Or
call Lisa Schwartz at (301) 270
5%, extension 228.

Poetry in Motion

Takoma Park Mentor Produces Learning and Fun

TAMMY MAGEE

Peetry in Motion is Takoma
Park Television's answer to
Sesame Street. It was inigally
geared towards children 10 to
12, but has proven to appeal to
all age groups. Dwavne
Redmond has been producding
the show for over a year. A
volunteer for Takoma Park’s
Cable station, Redmond has
worked energetically to bring
quality and creative program-
ming to his audiences. When
asked to describe Poetry in Mo-
tion, Redmond responds, “It’s
a ftun, different, educational
show for kids as well as for
parents... it's like nothing else
you see on television.”

The name alone provokes
curiosity. Redmond says he
thought of it after seeing his
poems on television for the first
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time. “When i saw my poetry
moving across thatscreen, Iwas
instantly struck with the idea.”
Redmond displays his verses
throughout the program. Witn
its references to Ged idnd na
ture, the poetry adds an atmn—
sphere of spirituality, without
promoting any particular reli-
gion. Theshow advocates gen-
eral moral philosophies—love
and respect for one’s self and
one’s neighbor.

Redmond aims to keep Po-
etry In Metion “the most com-
munity oriented show in Ta-
koma Park.” Real issues and
real people are what give this
show its personable effect.
Viewers may see themselvesor
their next-door neighbors and
friends speaking and interact-
ing on this program. Neighbor-
hood children from Takoma
Park and Carol Highlands El-
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Dtunng the second phase,

Berger & Associates will review
the data with the City—look-
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ementarv schools make up the
majority of the show's performe-
ers. The babies in one of his
public announcement broad-
casts were recruited from
nearby shopping malls—their
parents were included in the
video, too
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Kedmond, who is the chair-
manof the Black Male Achieve-
ment Program at Carol High-
lands Elementary, believes in
authenbic news and reactions.
For his show's teen rap seg-
ment, “The Corner,” Redmond
conducts on-the-spot inter-
views withlocal teenagers. The
show’s “Black History Mo-
ment” segment involves chil-
dren acting out a particular
African-American herowhile a
brief reading of the person’s
history is plaved in the [ore-
grcaund ‘When these children
see themselves on television
portray ing the roles of black
achievers, thi_:,’ are encouraged
to learn more about their char-
acters and other positive blach
role models.” says Redmond.

Encouraged by the support-
ive words of children, parents
and community leaders,
Fedmond can see only good
things {or the program’s future

Poetry in Motion can be seen
on Takoma Park Television
(54 /19 on Fridaysat 12.00a.m
and 4:00 p.m. and on Saturday
at 10:00, 10:00 p.m. and 11.00
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